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INSERT YOUR LOGO AND
 ORGANIZATION CONTACT

(INSERT YOUR ORGANIZATION NAME) and the Rhode Island Department of Health Challenge (INSERT YOUR COMMUNITY) to Make Smoke-free Pledge
The Rhode Island Department of Health (HEALTH) and (INSERT THE NAME OF YOUR ORGANIZATION HERE) are teaming up to encourage Rhode Islanders to take the “Pledge to Live Smoke Free” starting November 3rd.  By filling out an online pledge form, individuals can select which places in their community they would like to see go smoke-free and explain why.  Examples include the individual’s own home, parks, beaches, recreational areas. Pledgers will then be directed to resources that can educate them on the steps to adopting such smoke-free policies. 

 (INSERT QUOTE FROM AN OFFICIAL IN YOUR AGENCY OR A DECISION-MAKER IN YOUR AREA WHO SUPPORTS THE IDEA OF SMOKE-FREE HOUSING OR OUTDOOR AIR POLICIES. QUOTE CAN INCLUDE PROGRESS IN YOUR OWN COMMUNITY)  

Pledges can be made online at www.livesmokefree.ri.gov and at www.facebook.com/livesmokefreeri  and video versions of the pledge can be uploaded to  Youtube channel with the title “Pledge to Live Smokefree”.  The campaign provides an important opportunity for our community members to learn more about the benefits of adopting smoke-free policies and how they can connect with other organizations in the community with similar goals. 
“Pledge to Live Smoke Free” was designed to compliment Rhode Island’s already growing movement toward smoke-free spaces.  Most recently, Central Falls, Charlestown and Woonsocket have passed ordinances banning smoking in parks, recreational areas, beaches, and other places where people, particularly children, gather.  In addition, 21 of the state’s 25 public housing authorities have already adopted smoke-free policies.  A recent survey conducted by HEALTH showed that the public also favors such bans.  Of the more than 900 Rhode Island Residents surveyed, 86% favored designating beaches smoke free, 89% were in favor of designating parks smoke free, and 92% wanted smoke-free playgrounds. 

“There is no safe level of secondhand smoke,” said Director of Health, Michael Fine, MD. “Even outside, secondhand smoke is toxic and a nuisance to others. We want to encourage communities to learn more about how smoke-free policies impact public health in areas where people share space. ”

The three-week campaign will coincide with the American Cancer Society’s Great American Smokeout on November 21. Pledgers who smoke and wish to quit will also be directed to the Rhode Island Smoker’s Helpline, 1-800-QUIT-NOW.  

For more information and a sample of pledges from (INSERT YOUR CITY OR TOWN HERE) please contact, (INSERT YOUR CONTACT INFO HERE) 

